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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘endorsee’’. 

pendent’’, with respect to a member of a uni-
formed service, shall have the meaning given 
that term in section 401 of title 37. 

(f) With respect to automated teller machines 
on naval vessels, the authority of a disbursing 
official of the United States Government under 
subsection (a) also includes the following: 

(1) The authority to provide operating funds 
to the automated teller machines. 

(2) The authority to accept, for safekeeping, 
deposits and transfers of funds made through 
the automated teller machines. 

(Pub. L. 97–258, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 957; Pub. 
L. 104–106, div. A, title X, § 1090, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 
Stat. 459; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title X, § 1011, 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2635; Pub. L. 106–65, div. 
A, title III, § 372, Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 580; Pub. 
L. 108–136, div. A, title XII, § 1224, Nov. 24, 2003, 
117 Stat. 1653.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3342(a) ..... 31:492a(less 1st sen-
tence words be-
tween 2d–7th com-
mas, last sen-
tence). 

Dec. 23, 1944, ch. 716, §§ 1–3, 58 
Stat. 921; restated June 16, 
1953, ch. 115, 67 Stat. 61. 

3342(b) ..... 31:492a(1st sentence 
words between 
2d–7th commas). 

3342(c)(1) 31:492a(last sen-
tence). 

3342(c)(2), 
(3).

31:492b. 

3342(d) ..... 31:492c. 

In the section, the words ‘‘disbursing official’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘disbursing officers’’ for clarity and 

consistency in the revised title. 
In subsection (a), the words ‘‘negotiable instruments’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘checks, drafts, bills of exchange, 

and other instruments’’ for clarity and consistency. Be-

fore clause (1), the words ‘‘Subject to regulations pro-

mulgated pursuant to sections 492a–492c of this title’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. In clause (3), before sub-

clause (A), the words ‘‘disbursing officers in foreign 

countries are also authorized . . . to’’ are omitted be-

cause of the restatement. The word ‘‘Treasury’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘Treasurer of the United States’’ because 

of the source provisions restated in section 321 of the 

revised title and Department of the Treasury Order 229 

of January 14, 1974 (39 F.R. 2280). The words ‘‘person 

who is’’ are omitted as surplus. In subclause (B), the 

word ‘‘payee’’ is substituted for ‘‘person to whose order 

they are drawn’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The 

words ‘‘who is a United States citizen’’ are added for 

clarity. 
Subsection (b), before clause (1), is added because of 

the restatement. In clause (2), the words ‘‘the accom-

modation of’’ are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘per-

sonnel’’ is substituted for ‘‘members of the Armed 

Forces and civilian personnel’’ to eliminate unneces-

sary words and for consistency in the revised title and 

with other titles of the United States Code. In clause 

(3), the words ‘‘of the Armed Forces of the United 

States . . . institutions operated by the Veterans’ Ad-

ministration and other’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (c)(2), the words ‘‘For the purposes of 

this section’’ are omitted because of the restatement. 

The words ‘‘in the accounts of such disbursing officers’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘resulting from 

a transaction under subsection (a) of this section’’ are 

added for clarity. The words ‘‘not used to offset defi-

ciencies from transactions under subsection (a)’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘resulting from operations permitted 

by sections 492a to 492c of this title’’ for clarity and 

consistency. 
Subsection (c)(3) is substituted for 31:492b(2d sen-

tence) to eliminate unnecessary words and for consist-

ency in the revised title and with other titles of the 

Code. 
In subsection (d), the words ‘‘rules and . . . governing 

the disbursing officers under their respective jurisdic-

tions, as may be deemed necessary or proper . . . the 

purposes of’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘under 

conditions the Secretary decides are necessary’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘subject to such terms and conditions 

as he may prescribe’’ for clarity and consistency. The 

words ‘‘and exercise the function of disbursement pur-

suant to a delegation by the Secretary of the Treas-

ury’’ are omitted as unnecessary.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–136, § 1224(b)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘only for the following:’’ for ‘‘only for—’’ in 

introductory provisions. 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 108–136, § 1224(b)(2), (5), sub-

stituted ‘‘An’’ for ‘‘an’’ and period for semicolon at end. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 108–136, § 1224(b)(3), (5), sub-

stituted ‘‘Personnel’’ for ‘‘personnel’’ and period for 

semicolon at end. 
Subsec. (b)(3) to (5). Pub. L. 108–136, § 1224(b)(4), (5), 

substituted ‘‘A’’ for ‘‘a’’ and period for semicolon at 

end. 
Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 108–136, § 1224(b)(3), (6), sub-

stituted ‘‘Personnel’’ for ‘‘personnel’’ and period for 

‘‘; or’’. 
Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 108–136, § 1224(b)(4), (7), sub-

stituted ‘‘A’’ for ‘‘a’’ and ‘‘1752(1)))’’ for ‘‘1752(1))’’. 
Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 108–136, § 1224(a), added par. (8). 
1999—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 106–65 added subsec. (f). 
1996—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 104–201, § 1011(1), sub-

stituted a semicolon for the period at end. 
Pub. L. 104–106, § 1090(a)(2), added par. (3). Former par. 

(3) redesignated (4). 
Subsec. (b)(4) to (6). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1090(a)(1), redes-

ignated pars. (3) to (5) as (4) to (6), respectively. 
Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 104–201, § 1011(2)–(4), added par. 

(7). 
Subsec. (c)(3), (4). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1090(b), added par. 

(3) and redesignated former par. (3) as (4). 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1090(c), added subsec. (e). 

§ 3343. Check forgery insurance fund 

(a) The Department of the Treasury has a spe-
cial deposit revolving fund, the ‘‘Check Forgery 
Insurance Fund’’. Necessary amounts are here-
after appropriated to the Fund out of any mon-
eys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
and shall remain available until expended to 
make the payments required or authorized 
under this section. The Fund consists of 
amounts—

(1) appropriated to the Fund; and 
(2) received under subsection (d) of this sec-

tion.

(b) The Secretary of the Treasury shall pay 
from the Fund to a payee or special endorsee of 
a check drawn on the Treasury or a depositary 
designated by the Secretary the amount of the 
check without interest if in the determination 
of the Secretary the payee or special endorse 1 
establishes that—

(1) the check was lost or stolen without the 
fault of the payee or a holder that is a special 
endorsee and whose endorsement is necessary 
for further negotiation; 

(2) the check was negotiated later and paid 
by the Secretary or a depositary on a forged 
endorsement of the payee’s or special 
endorsee’s name; and 
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(3) the payee or special endorsee has not par-
ticipated in any part of the proceeds of the ne-
gotiation or payment.

(c) Notwithstanding section 1306 of this title, a 
check drawn on a designated depositary may be 
paid in the currency of a foreign country when 
the appropriate accountable official authorizes 
payment in that currency. 

(d) The Secretary shall deposit immediately to 
the credit of the Fund an amount recovered 
from a forger or a transferee or party on the 
check. The Secretary may use amounts in the 
Fund to reimburse payment certifying or au-
thorizing agencies for any payment that the 
Secretary determines would otherwise have been 
payable from the Fund, and may reimburse cer-
tifying or authorizing agencies with amounts re-
covered because of payee nonentitlement. How-
ever, currency of a foreign country recovered be-
cause of a forged check drawn on a designated 
depositary shall be credited to the Fund or to 
the foreign currency fund that was charged 
when payment was made under subsection (b) of 
this section to the payee or special endorsee. 

(e) The Secretary may waive any provision of 
this section as may be necessary to ensure that 
claimants receive timely payments. 

(f) Under such conditions as the Secretary 
may prescribe, the Secretary may delegate du-
ties and powers of the Secretary under this sec-
tion to the head of an agency. Consistent with a 
delegation from the Secretary under this sub-
section, the head of an agency may redelegate 
those duties and powers to officers or employees 
of the agency. 

(g) This section does not relieve—
(1) a forger from civil or criminal liability; 

or 
(2) a transferee or party on a check after the 

forgery from liability—
(A) on the express or implied warranty of 

prior endorsements of the transferee or 
party; or 

(B) to refund amounts to the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 97–258, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 957; Pub. 
L. 104–134, title III, § 31001(x)(3), Apr. 26, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1321–377.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3343(a) ..... 31:561. Nov. 21, 1941, ch. 489, §§ 1–3, 55 
Stat. 777. 

3343(b) ..... 31:562. 
31:563a(1st sen-

tence). 
Nov. 21, 1941, ch. 489, 55 Stat. 

777, § 4; added Dec. 22, 1974, 
Pub. L. 93–539, § 1(b), 88 Stat. 
1738. 

3343(c) ..... 31:563a(2d sentence). 
3343(d) ..... 31:563(words after 3d 

comma). 
31:563a(last sen-

tence). 
3343(e) ..... 31:563(words before 

3d comma). 

Subsection (a) is substituted for 31:561 for clarity and 

consistency in the revised title and with other titles of 

the United States Code and to eliminate unnecessary 

words. 

In subsection (b), the text of 31:563a(1st sentence) is 

omitted because of section 321 of the revised title. Be-

fore clause (1), the word ‘‘Secretary’’ is substituted for 

‘‘Treasurer of the United States’’ before ‘‘is authorized 

and directed’’ in 31:562 because of the source provisions 

restated in section 321(c) of the revised title. The words 

‘‘prior to reclamation’’ and ‘‘heretofore or hereafter’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘Treasury or a 

depositary designated by the Secretary’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘Treasurer of the United States’’ before 

‘‘has been lost or stolen’’ because of the source provi-

sions restated in section 321 of the revised title and De-

partment of the Treasury Order 229 of January 14, 1974 

(39 F.R. 2280) and for consistency in the revised title. 

The words ‘‘it is established’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary. In clause (2), the words ‘‘Secretary or a deposi-

tary’’ are substituted for ‘‘Treasurer’’ for consistency. 

In clause (3), the words ‘‘either directly or indirectly’’ 

are omitted as surplus. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘drawn on a designated 

depositary’’ are added because of the restatement. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘The Secretary shall de-

posit immediately to the credit of the Fund amounts 

recovered from a forger’’ are substituted for 

31:563(words after 3d comma) to eliminate unnecessary 

words. The words ‘‘The liability and restoration provi-

sions of section 563 of this title shall apply with respect 

to checks drawn on designated depositaries’’ in 

31:563a(last sentence) are omitted as unnecessary be-

cause of the restatement. The words ‘‘because of a 

forged check drawn on a designated depositary’’ are 

added for clarity. The words ‘‘credited to’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘used, as required, to reimburse’’ for clar-

ity and to eliminate unnecessary words. The word 

‘‘payment’’ is substituted for ‘‘settlement’’ for consist-

ency. The words ‘‘under subsection (b) of this section’’ 

are added for clarity. 

In subsection (e), the word ‘‘Secretary’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘Treasurer of the United States’’ because of the 

source provisions restated in section 321(c) of the re-

vised title.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–134, § 31001(x)(3)(A), 

amended second sentence generally. Prior to amend-

ment, second sentence read as follows: ‘‘Amounts may 

be appropriated to the Fund.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–134, § 31001(x)(3)(B)(i), inserted 

‘‘in the determination of the Secretary the payee or 

special endorse establishes that’’ after ‘‘without inter-

est if’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(2) to (4). Pub. L. 104–134, 

§ 31001(x)(3)(B)(ii)–(iv), inserted ‘‘and’’ at end of par. (2), 

substituted period for ‘‘; and’’ at end of par. (3), and 

struck out par. (4) which read as follows: ‘‘recovery 

from the forger, a transferee, or a party on the check 

after the forgery has been or may be delayed or unsuc-

cessful.’’

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–134, § 31001(x)(3)(C), inserted 

after first sentence ‘‘The Secretary may use amounts 

in the Fund to reimburse payment certifying or author-

izing agencies for any payment that the Secretary de-

termines would otherwise have been payable from the 

Fund, and may reimburse certifying or authorizing 

agencies with amounts recovered because of payee non-

entitlement.’’

Subsecs. (e) to (g). Pub. L. 104–134, § 31001(x)(3)(D), (E), 

added subsecs. (e) and (f) and redesignated former sub-

sec. (e) as (g).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

AVAILABILITY OF FUND 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. H, title II, § 220(b), Dec. 8, 2004, 118 

Stat. 3242, provided that: ‘‘The Check Forgery Insur-

ance Fund (31 U.S.C. 3343) shall be available to fund 

amounts relating to the payment of items listed in 31 

U.S.C. 3333(a)(1), as amended above [Pub. L. 108–447, 

§ 220(a)(1)], prior to the enactment of this Act [Dec. 8, 

2004].’’
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SUBCHAPTER IV—IMPROPER PAYMENTS 

§ 3351. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 
(1) ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT.—The term 

‘‘annual financial statement’’ means the an-
nual financial statement required under sec-
tion 3515 of this title or similar provision of 
law. 

(2) COMPLIANCE.—The term ‘‘compliance’’ 
means that an executive agency—

(A) has—
(i) published improper payments infor-

mation with the annual financial state-
ment of the executive agency for the most 
recent fiscal year; and 

(ii) posted on the website of the execu-
tive agency that statement and any ac-
companying materials required under 
guidance of the Office of Management and 
Budget;

(B) if required, has conducted a program 
specific risk assessment for each program or 
activity that conforms with the require-
ments under section 3352(a); 

(C) if required, publishes improper pay-
ments estimates for all programs and activi-
ties identified under section 3352(a) in the 
accompanying materials to the annual fi-
nancial statement; 

(D) publishes programmatic corrective ac-
tion plans prepared under section 3352(d) 
that the executive agency may have in the 
accompanying materials to the annual fi-
nancial statement; 

(E) publishes improper payments reduction 
targets established under section 3352(d) that 
the executive agency may have in the ac-
companying materials to the annual finan-
cial statement for each program or activity 
assessed to be at risk, and has demonstrated 
improvements and developed a plan to meet 
the reduction targets; and 

(F) has reported an improper payment rate 
of less than 10 percent for each program and 
activity for which an estimate was published 
under section 3352(c).

(3) DO NOT PAY INITIATIVE.—The term ‘‘Do 
Not Pay Initiative’’ means the initiative de-
scribed in section 3354(b). 

(4) IMPROPER PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘improper 
payment’’—

(A) means any payment that should not 
have been made or that was made in an in-
correct amount, including an overpayment 
or underpayment, under a statutory, con-
tractual, administrative, or other legally ap-
plicable requirement; and 

(B) includes—
(i) any payment to an ineligible recipi-

ent; 
(ii) any payment for an ineligible good or 

service; 
(iii) any duplicate payment; 
(iv) any payment for a good or service 

not received, except for those payments 
where authorized by law; and 

(v) any payment that does not account 
for credit for applicable discounts.

(5) PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘payment’’ means 
any transfer or commitment for future trans-

fer of Federal funds such as cash, securities, 
loans, loan guarantees, and insurance sub-
sidies to any non-Federal person or entity or a 
Federal employee, that is made by a Federal 
agency, a Federal contractor, a Federal grant-
ee, or a governmental or other organization 
administering a Federal program or activity. 

(6) PAYMENT FOR AN INELIGIBLE GOOD OR 
SERVICE.—The term ‘‘payment for an ineligible 
good or service’’ includes a payment for any 
good or service that is rejected under any pro-
vision of any contract, grant, lease, coopera-
tive agreement, or other funding mechanism. 

(7) RECOVERY AUDIT.—The term ‘‘recovery 
audit’’ means a recovery audit described in 
section 3352(i). 

(8) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 
State of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, each territory or possession of the 
United States, and each Federally recognized 
Indian tribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–117, § 2(a), Mar. 2, 2020, 134 
Stat. 113.)

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 13520. REDUCING IMPROPER PAYMENTS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13520, Nov. 20, 2009, 74 F.R. 62201, pro-

vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 

America, and in the interest of reducing payment er-

rors and eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse in Federal 

programs, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Purpose. When the Federal Government 

makes payments to individuals and businesses as pro-

gram beneficiaries, grantees, or contractors, or on be-

half of program beneficiaries, it must make every ef-

fort to confirm that the right recipient is receiving the 

right payment for the right reason at the right time. 

The purpose of this order is to reduce improper pay-

ments by intensifying efforts to eliminate payment 

error, waste, fraud, and abuse in the major programs 

administered by the Federal Government, while con-

tinuing to ensure that Federal programs serve and pro-

vide access to their intended beneficiaries. No single 

step will fully achieve these goals. Therefore, this order 

adopts a comprehensive set of policies, including trans-

parency and public scrutiny of significant payment er-

rors throughout the Federal Government; a focus on 

identifying and eliminating the highest improper pay-

ments; accountability for reducing improper payments 

among executive branch agencies and officials; and co-

ordinated Federal, State, and local government action 

in identifying and eliminating improper payments. Be-

cause this order targets error, waste, fraud, and abuse—

not legitimate use of Government services—efforts to 

reduce improper payments under this order must pro-

tect access to Federal programs by their intended bene-

ficiaries. 

SEC. 2. Transparency and Public Participation. 

(a) Within 90 days of the date of this order, the Direc-

tor of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 

shall: 

(i) identify Federal programs in which the highest 

dollar value or majority of Government-wide im-

proper payments occur (high-priority programs); 

(ii) establish, in coordination with the executive de-

partment or agency (agency) responsible for admin-

istering the high-priority program annual or semi-an-

nual targets (or where such targets already exist, 

supplemental targets), as appropriate, for reducing 

improper payments associated with each high-pri-

ority program; 

(iii) issue Government-wide guidance on the imple-

mentation of this order, including procedures for 
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